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The INDEX command is a cost-effective way to determine which STN databases contain 
the information you need. With INDEX, you can efficiently: 

− Find the databases that cover your search topic 
− Rank databases according to relevance to your search topic (the greatest number 

of hits) 
− Enter and search the databases with the greatest number of hits 

Example Use Cases  
Example 1: Find databases that cover your search topic. 
 

1. Use INDEX to enter the 
databases or clusters that 
contain information about 
your topic 

 
The databases in this index 
are listed 
 

2. Search your strategy.  
 

Each database in the index 
list is scanned. 
 
The number of databases 
with one or more answers is 
listed, as well as the 
number of answers found. 
 
 
 
 
 
A query L-number is 
created. 
  



Example 2: Rank databases according to relevance to your search topic. 
 

1. Use D RANK 
to order the 
databases by 
number of 
answers.  

 
Each 
database with 
answers is 
given an F-
number with 
F1 being the 
database with 
the most 
answers. 

 
 
 
 
Example 3: Enter and search databases with the greatest occurrence of hits. 
 

1. Use the F-numbers 
from D RANK in the 
FILE command to 
quickly create a 
multifile environment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Example 3: Enter and search databases with the greatest occurrence of hits. (Continued) 
 

2. Enter SET 
MSTEPS ON to 
create an L-
number for a 
search in each 
database in the 
multifile search. 

 
3. Search the 

query 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information: Enter HELP INDEX at an arrow prompt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Solution images are included for illustrative purposes only. Your experience may vary based on recent enhancements or product license. 


